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& clean, honest, hard-working life; he was simple,
manly, affectionate. Poverty had been a misfor-
tune, not because it had warped or soured him, for
he smiled at it with cheerful philosophy, nor be-
cause it had made him avaricious, for he never
either then or at any time cared for money for its
own sake, and nothing could chill the natural lav-
ishness of his disposition. But poverty accus-
tomed him to borrowing and to debt, and this was
a misfortune to a man of Mr. Webster's temper-
ament. In those early days he was anxious to
pay his debts; but they did not Tie heavy upon
him or carry a proper sense of responsibility, as
they did to Ezekiel and to his father. He was
deeply in debt; his books, even, were bought with
borrowed money, all which was natural and inev-
itable ; but the trouble was that it never seems
to have weighed upon him or been felt by him as
of much importance. He was thus early brought
into the habit of debt, and was led unconsciously
to regard debts and borrowing as he did the sac-
rifices of others, as the normal modes of existence.
Such a condition was to be deplored, because it
fostered an unfortunate tendency in his moral na-
ture. With this exception, Mr. WebsterV early
years present a bright picture, and one which any
man had a right to regard with pride and afieo
tion.

